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Mark well the reunion under the branches of the Judas tree
Forget not the communal quilt in the Cherry Hall;
Keep in mind always the virtue of brotherly love,
And thus avoid the shame of the bean-stalk poem.
TBis poem was composed to urge upon people the importance
of fraternal love. It contains three allusions;, which I shall now
explain to the reader one by one.
The first line alludes to the story of the three Tien brothers.
These three brothers had lived together from their childhood. The
oldest married a wife known as Tien Ta-sao,1 the second married
a wife called Tien Erh-sao.1 They both lived in sisterly harmony
with never a quarrel between them. When the third brother grew
up he married a wife called Tien San-sao.1
Now San-sao was not a very virtuous woman, and because sbc
had a small dowry of her own and wanted to use It to satisfy her
own greed for delicacies and luxuries, she was distressed to see
the family cook their rice in a common pot and eat their meals
at a common table, and to find that none of them had any mooey
or a steelyard of his own. And so she nagged her husband day and
night saying, *Tour brothers are in charge of the family frarse
and the family acres and you know nothing of the income and
outgo. They know everything, while you are kept in the dark
How are you to know whether they do not say that they have spent
ten parts when they have really spent only one, or a hunditd
1The names mean first, second, and thind aster-ia-kw, rcspeetifely.